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In short then, this is a book of considerable value, most obviously to
psychologists, obstetricians, pediatricians and others who may be called
upon to counsel prospective parents, but the enormous range of disorders
influenced by the genetic constitution of the host makes it imperative that
this book be read as a text in basic medical science. It is encouraging to
know that a comprehensive survey of human genetics such as this exists,
and it is to be hoped that this neglected field will receive more attention,
perhaps as a direct consequence of its presence.
M. S. M.
AN INTRODUCTION TO RADIATION COUNTERS AND DETECTORS. By C. C. H.
Washtell. Philosophical Library, New York, 1960, 115 pp. $6.00.
The larger part of this book is devoted to brief descriptions of Geiger coun-
ter tubes, photomultipliers, and phosphors, and to lists of counting equip-
ment taken from the catalogues of certain manufacturers in England. There
is also an introduction to radioactivity and its measurement, but this is of
little value because of the author's manner of presenting this material. The
following sentences illustrate this vague and rambling style of writing.
Discussing artificial radioactivity he writes, "At the turn of the nineteenth
century, Thomson and his followers began to break up the atom and to
postulate theories regarding its constituents based upon experimental work
which showed that the mass of an electrified body could be changed by set-
ting it in motion; the faster it moved the greater its mass became in defi-
ance of the 'unalterable-mass' concept." And then again, under the heading
radioactive decay he says "Since we know that the emanations from a radio-
active element are caused by particle disintegration and quanta radiation,
and that the decay in activity which occurs causes a reduction in the life
of the element as a radioactive substance, the rate of this decay provides a
further characteristic by which it may be identified." There is a short list
of some of the characteristics of a number of radioactive isotopes available
for experimental work. Tritium and the iron isotopes could have been
included in this because of their usefulness. The author is more at home
where he is describing equipment that he has seen and handled, but the
book is of very limited usefulness even as an introductory manual. Un-
fortunately it can not be recommended.
PAUL HOWARD-FLANDERS
QUANTITATIVE PAPER CHROMOTOGRAPHY OF STEROIDS. D. Abelson and
R. V. Brooks, Eds., London, Cambridge University Press, 1960, 103 pp.
$6.00.
This volume represents the edited proceedings of a Conference on Quanti-
tative Paper Chromatography of Steroids held in London at the Ciba Foun-
dation on 1 July 1958. The conference was undertaken under the auspices
of the Society for Endocrinology, and the edited proceedings are presented
as the eighth in a series of Memoirs of the Society.
The scientific caliber of the conference may best be illustrated by the
roster of theeighteen distinguished participants: D. Abelson, R. V. Brooks,
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I. E. Bush, C. L. Cope, A. Gowenlock, N. J. Holness, V. H. James, A. E.
Kellie, C. J. 0. R. Morris, R. Neher, E. C. Osborn, R. V. Short, E. R.
Smith, M. Stack-Dunne, J. F. Tait, S. A. S. Tait, M. Vogt and I. D. P.
Wootton. Through the co-ordinated efforts of these scientists, the proceed-
ings present a timely exposition of the current status of steroid chroma-
tography on filter paper.
Detailed consideration is given to refinements of paper chromatographic
methods, in an effort to increase the resolution of steroid fractionations.
Modifications of the Zimmermann reaction and the tetrazolium reaction are
presented which facilitate measurements of 17-ketosteroids and reducing
steroids on paper chromatograms. Especial attention is devoted to quanti-
tative estimation of steroids by measurement of soda fluorescence.
Dr. Abelson and Dr. Brooks merit congratulations upon their editorial
skills which have captured successfully the lucid discussions which enliv-
ened the conference. These edited proceedings should prove of practical
value to biochemists and clinical scientists who are engaged in the applica-
tion of chromatographic technics to steroid fractionation.
F. WILLIAM SUNDERMAN, JR.
WHAT PRICE MEDICAL CARE? A Preventive Prescription for Private Medi-
cine. By Sir Eagle Page. Philadelphia, W. B. Lippincott, 1960, 160 pp.,
$3.50.
"Medicine in the United States needs help. It needs help, and needs it
now, because ordinary and conventional approaches to the financing prob-
lem of people needing medical and hospital care will no longer meet an
urgent public need." The above, quoted from the introduction, was written
by an executive of one of the Blue Cross plans; this statement will be
accepted by most persons who are familiar with the current medical care
situation in our society. Sir Earle Page, the author of the Australian Med-
ical Plan, has been induced, by friends in this country, to write a "prescrip-
tion" which will help medicine in the United States to meet its challenge.
The author, a surgeon and politician, is no doubt familiar with the sev-
eral aspects of this problem as well as the solutions which have been tried
in other countries; however, his "prescription" is limited to an anecdotal
discussion of his health plan, tales of the practice of surgery in the early
twentieth century, and pleas for the preservation of the intimate doctor-
patient relationships.
The Australian Plan is described as, " . . . a system that is the product
of complete cooperation among all the parties involved, which are the pub-
lic, the medical profession, the insurance societies, and the government."
The author notes the many similarities between Australia and the United
States; however, he does not give adequate emphasis to those major differ-
ences which would greatly obstruct the application of his plan to our society.
He comments that, "government has virtually been left out as a partner
in the United States" but overlooks the strong opposition of organized
medicine to the government's taking a role in medical care. Nor does he
mention the confused variability and structure of current voluntary health
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